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conditions of fair competition in justice to 
workers and business men; for money as 
the medium of exchange rather than as 
master of labor and enterprise; for the sav- 
ing of our soils, minerals, forests, and 
water-power; for the security of banks, 
farms, industries, and homes; for farmers 
as equal partners in our economic society ; 
for the advancement of American democ- 
racy by more equality of bargaining power 
through the organization of workers, the 
cooperation of farmers, and information of 
consumers; for social security against old 
age, unemployment, sickness, and the haz- 
ards of modern society; for intelligent pro- 
duction as a way of abundance and decent 
consumption as a way of life; and for a 
more abundant distribution of the good life 
for more people in the eternal adventure 
toward the kingdom of God." 
THE READING TABIE 
WITH THE EARMARKS OF A 
CLASSIC 
For his Flowering of New England: A 
Literary History, 1815-1865, Van Wyck 
Brooks has just been awarded the gold 
medal of the Limited Editions Club per- 
iodically conferred on "the American author 
of that book, published in the three years 
previous to the making of the award, which 
is considered most nearly to attain the 
stature of a classic." This volume also re- 
ceived the Pulitzer award for history in 
1937. This is the second award of the 
Club, the first going to Donald Culross 
Peattie in 1935 for his Almanac for Mod- 
erns. 
Vocational Education. By John Dale Russell 
and Associates. (Staff study ^ No. 8). Pre- 
pared for the Advisory Committee on Educa- 
tion, Washington, D. C.: Government Printing 
Office. 1938, 325 pp. Paper covers. 40 cents. 
The report criticizes the Smith-Hughes 
and George-Deen Acts, under which federal 
aid for vocational education is now provid- 
ed, as hampering proper development of 
training for jobs in the schools of the 
country by discouraging local initiative and 
experiment. 
"On the basis of the study now published 
and information received directly through 
other inquiries," says Dr. Reeves, chairman 
of the Advisory Committee, "the Committee 
reached the definite conclusion that many 
of the provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act 
are unnecessarily restrictive and in some 
cases obsolete. That Act was adopted in 
1917 and should now be reconsidered for 
amendment. So far as possible, control 
over the program should be decentralized 
to the states." 
The number of students in federally aided 
vocational education classes increased from 
164,183 in 1918 to 1,344,644 in 1937, ac- 
cording to the report, and the number of 
students in full time day classes increased 
in the same period from 42,485 to 591,131. 
Nevertheless, the report states that the num- 
ber of students reached is much smaller 
than the number that should be receiving 
vocational education. 
For further development of the program, 
Dr. Russell recommends that it should be 
tied in with a wider plan of federal aid 
for all public elementary and secondary ed- 
ucation, as recommended in the report of 
the Advisory Committee on Education to 
the President last spring. Dr. Russell 
writes, "Vocational education and general 
education are inseparable and not clearly 
distinguishable in a soundly conceived pro- 
gram." 
The amount of federal funds provided 
for vocational education is $21,776,000 for 
the current fiscal year. The allocation of 
funds for use in Virginia amounts to 
$483,000. 
Speech-Making. By James A. Winans (With a 
chapter on Voice and Speech by Charles K. 
Thomas). New York: D. Appleton-Century 
Company. 1939. 488 pp. 
In 1915 Professor Winans, then at Cor- 
nell University, wrote the master textbook 
in speech, called Public Speaking; in 1924, 
then at Dartmouth, he revised it. No other 
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book in Public Speaking has ever been so 
popular or so widely used. Mr. Winans had 
charmingly said the definitive word about 
the still little understood conversational 
quality in speaking. With his textbook had 
come a completely new concept of Public 
Speaking, one that at a blow outmoded the 
old books on formal oratory. In nearly 
twenty-five years, however, the textual al- 
lusions and illustrations became less force- 
ful and applicable than they once were, 
though the principles of extemporaneous, 
conversational speaking remain the same. 
The new revision, actually a complete re- 
writing of the original text, now called 
Speech-Making, has been eagerly awaited 
by teachers of speech all over the country. 
It is still the perfect text for courses in 
Public Speaking. 
The best of the old material has been re- 
tained, now arranged in better order than 
it was in the earlier book. The stress is 
still on gathering and organizing material 
rather than on formal techniques in speak- 
ing. The eighteen chapters of the old book 
have been increased by four (and some 
have been changed), including an excellent 
chapter on voice and speech by C. K. Thom- 
as, of Cornell University. There is still 
much on the psychology of audience and 
speaker attention and interest, but a little 
less apparent dependence on the naturalistic 
system of Edward Titchener. Professor 
Winans's style is lucid and relaxed. He 
writes as he teaches others to speak, con- 
versationally. Many of his illustrations 
and quotations are new and always vividly 
apt. That so scholarly and delightful a 
text is available for courses in speech is 
an honor to the youngest of academic de- 
partments. 
Argus Tresidder 
Careful attention to one thing often 
proves superior to genius and art—Cfcm?. 
We can cut down on almost anything 
without permanent injury—except sleep. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
Rev. Ur. J. J, Rives, pastor of Centenary 
Methodist Church, Richmond, was guest 
speaker at the formal convocation exercises 
for the winter quarter, held on January 4. 
Dr. Rives prefaced his remarks by saying 
that the customary New Year's greetings 
suggest doubt and uncertainty. "But," he 
said, "life is fundamentally certain, secure 
and predictable. Life is a matter of su- 
preme law. 
"There is within man an intellectual im- 
perative which drives him out to seek the 
truth," continued the speaker, "a moral im- 
perative which leads to a quest for good- 
ness,—an aesthetic imperative which causes 
him to seek beauty. 
"We must align ourselves with the great 
fundamental truths of life if we would live 
radiantly and abundantly. The ultimate 
reality of life is spiritual truth," concluded 
Dr. Rives. 
The Madison College Glee Club will rep- 
resent the state of Virginia at the National 
Federation of Music Clubs' Convention in 
Baltimore, Maryland, next May. The club 
was designated for this honor by a com- 
mittee composed of members of the State 
Federated Clubs in the student division. 
They will participate in the Student Day 
Program. While in Baltimore, under the 
direction of Miss Edna T. Shaeffer, head of 
the music department of the college, the 
club plans to give a program consisting of 
seven numbers, several of which the club 
will introduce to the public for the first 
time. 
As a climax to the convention in Balti- 
more, the Glee Club has been asked to sing 
in the mass chorus there under the direc- 
tion of Dr. John Warren Erb, nationally 
famous director who will accompany the 
entire chorus to New York City where they 
will sing at the World's Fair. 
With the announcement of Charlotte 
Beville, Petersburg, as captain of the 1939 
varsity hockey squad, the annual hockey 
